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SERVICE ANNOUNCES REVISED DUCK SEASONS FOR THREE STATES

In accordance with provisions of the Omnibus Appropriations Bill
passed by Congress in October, the states of Alabama,
Mississippi, and Tennessee, will have a 51-day duck season ending
on January 31, 1999, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced
today. The duck seasons for all other states will remain the
same.

Under the provisions of the appropriations bill, six southern
states had the opportunity to change their seasons from a 60-day
season ending January 17 to a 51-day season ending January 31.
Arkansas, Kentucky, and Louisiana chose not to make the change.

The announcement was published in the November 13 Federal
Register.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal
agency responsible for conserving, protecting, and enhancing fish
and wildlife and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the
American people. The Service manages the 93-million-acre
National Wildlife Refuge System comprised of more than 500
national wildlife refuges, thousands of small wetlands, and other
special management areas. It also operates 66 national fish
hatcheries and 78 ecological services field stations. The agency
enforces Federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered
Species Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores
nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife
habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign governments with
their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Aid
program that distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in
excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and
wildlife agencies.
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